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BY MARISSA DEMARIA
THE PARTHENON
Marshall University Ca-
reer Services staff  played 
host to an open house Mon-
day, offering basic how-to 
sessions for students. 
The Open House pro-
vided a forum for Career 
Services’ staff  to work 
one-on-one or with a group 
of  students to fine-tune 
resumes and enhance par-
ticipants’ interview skills 
in time for Wednesday’s 
Career Expo. 
With college graduates 
competing for limited job 
opportunities, preparation 
is a key component to land-
ing a dream job. By playing 
host to an event such as 
the open house, Career 
Services staff  said they 
hope to diminish some of  
the anxiety involved in the 
job and internship seeking 
process.    
Michelle Barbour, career 
counselor for Career Ser-
vices said the open house 
served as a dual-purpose 
initiative. The staff ’s main 
goal was to help students 
be better prepared for the 
Career Expo, while helping 
participants better under-
stand what is expected of  
them when interacting with 
prospective employers and 
members of  the Marshall 
community.  
Megan Adkins, sopho-
more advertising major 
said attending an event 
such as the open house, 
aided students in the 
preparation for job and 
internship opportunities, 
while offering help with 
services they may not have 
previously considered get-
ting help with.
Resume workshops are 
sometimes overlooked be-
cause the process seems 
simple to some, but pre-
sentation is everything 
to employers, and once 
an applicant walks away, 
sometimes all that is left 
is their resume. Thus, 
the guidance given about 
proper resume preparation 
was beneficial to those who 
BY JUSTON DONADIEU
THE PARTHENON
Marshall University’s 
Student Activities Planning 
Board is undergoing sweep-
ing changes this semester, 
including a completely new 
name and structure.
Marshall administrators 
made the decision in Febru-
ary to move forward with 
the process.
Steve Hensley, dean of  
student affairs, said the re-
structuring has resulted 
in some turbulence in the 
system as it is.
“Change is never easy, 
but I think this will be 
an improvement once ev-
erything is in motion,” 
Hensley said. 
Hensley said he and other 
administrators agree there 
is a need for more diversity 
in SAPB’s representation of  
Marshall’s students.
“Right now, there are 
entire sections of  the stu-
dent body who don’t have 
a say,” Hensley said.  “We 
want to include more of  
these groups so that we can 
appeal to more students in-
stead of  just the same small 
group.”
Meagan Earls, senior 
public relations major and 
member of  SAPB, said she 
is disappointed in the way 
the decision was made.
“The current members 
of  SAPB have not been con-
sulted in this decision and 
have been given no oppor-
tunity to be a part of  it,” 
Earls said.  “Official word 
was never given to SAPB 
that it was being replaced 
by another board.”
Earls said many of  the 
specifics are still un-
known, including how 
the new board will func-
tion and how the changes 
might affect the student 
activity fee.
Christina Caul-Jackson, 
coordinator of  student 
involvement, is largely 
responsible for the im-
plementation of  the new 
board.  
“We can’t say for sure 
how everything is going 
to work quite yet because 
it isn’t entirely decided,” 
Caul-Jackson said.  “The 
important thing is to take 
the first step, and the more 
specific details will be de-
cided later on.” 
Caul-Jackson said she no-
ticed several ways student 
programming could be 
improved.
“When I first got here, 
I noticed some ten-
sion between SAPB and 
student government,” 
Caul-Jackson said.  “Those 
organizations are the larg-
est two representations 
of  students who receive 
funding for programs 
— they should be working 
together.”  
Caul-Jackson said there 
have been rumors that the 
Student Government As-
sociation was taking over 
SAPB, but these rumors are 
false.
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Right now, there are entire sections 
of the student body who don’t have a 
say. We want to include more of these 
groups so that we can appeal to more 
students...”
	 	 >	STEVE	HENSLEY
BY BRITTANEE BARTON
THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University 
Office of  the Registrar will 
play host to the Countdown 
to Commencement March 
13 and 14 for students who 
will graduate in May. 
Countdown to Com-
mencement allows 
graduating students to get 
a final check of  require-
ments before graduation.
Roberta Ferguson, reg-
istrar, said the event is an 
open house format lasting 
two days.
“Tentative graduates 
need only attend one day,” 
Ferguson said. “They can 
make sure everything is 
correct on their diploma 
and purchase any items 
they want to commemo-
rate graduation.”
Seniors are able to buy 
class rings, caps, gowns 
and diploma frames.
Kelsey Waybright, 2011 
Marshall graduate, attended 
Countdown to Commence-
ment last year.
“There were gowns to 
try on before you ordered 
so you could make sure 
you were ordering  the cor-
rect size,” Waybright said. 
“Even though I didn’t get 
a school ring, I appreci-
ated the time the vendors 
took to show me the op-
tions. I was also able to 
order my announcements 
with all the specifications 
of  my major.”
In addition to sales, all 
university offices are in at-
tendance. Students have 
the opportunity to do an 
exit interview with the 
bursar, speak with the fi-
nancial aid office about 
loan consolidation and talk 
to the Graduate College 
and Alumni Association.
Waybright said The 
Lewis College of  Business 
table proved to be the 
most helpful stop for her 
last year.
“I got the tickets I 
needed for the additional 
ceremony the college holds 
and did a last check on my 
credits and grades before 
the big day,” Waybright 
said. “I also appreciated 
that the bursar was there 
so you knew if  you had any 
holds or fees to pay before 
graduating.”
Ferguson said she hopes 
Countdown to Commence-
ment has a festive mood, 
with a focus on celebration 
and convenience. 
Waybright said she 
thinks the event is helpful 
for all students, regard-
less of  their plans to attend 
graduation.
“Even if  you aren’t con-
sidering participating in 
the ceremony, it has a lot 
of  beneficial things there 
to make sure you are still 
on track to complete your 
degree,” Waybright said. 
“There’s always something 
that can slip your mind 
during this busy time so 
this event helps you keep 
everything together, even 
the little details.”
The fifth annual Count-
down to Commencement 
will last from 10 a.m. 
through 6 p.m. each day in 
the Don Morris Room at 
the Memorial Student Cen-
ter. Refreshments will be 
served.
The 175th Commence-
ment will take place May 
5 at the Big Sandy Super-
store Arena.
Brittanee Barton can be 
contacted at barton35@
marshall.edu.
Countdown to Commencement set for next week
SAPB to be replaced with new board
MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON
Morning classes were delayed by two hours Monday because of snowfall. Huntington 
received approximately three inches of snow Sunday evening and into Monday morning. 
This was the largest total snowfall of the winter season.
LATE WINTER
See SAPB  I  Page 5
See RESUME  I  Page 1
Students improve 
resumes with 
Career Services
BY HENRY CULVYHOUSE
THE PARTHENON
“America’s greatest 
living biographer” bid 
Marshall University a 
farewell in a talk about 
former President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower on Monday. 
John Marshall professor 
of  political science, Jean 
Edward Smith, lectured to 
more than 60 faculty mem-
bers and students about 
his latest book, “Eisen-
hower in War and Peace.” 
Smith is the author of  12 
books, including “FDR” 
and “Grant.” 
Smith said the talk was 
his last at Marshall. 
“It seems fitting this 
will be my last presen-
tation at Marshall, and 
we’re here in the base-
ment of  the student 
center,” Smith said. 
Smith said he enjoyed 
writing the Eisenhower 
biography.  
“He was a great man, 
a great military com-
mander and even greater 
president,” Smith said. 
“I feel privileged to have 
been able to write this 
biography.” 
Smith said Eisenhower 
was cunning in his mili-
tary and political career. 
“He was a true profes-
sional,” Smith said. “He 
always went out of  his 
way to make everything he 
did look easy and enjoyed 
being underestimated by 
his opponents.” 
Smith said Eisenhower’s 
success in the White House 
was a result of  his moder-
ate political stances.  
“Eisenhower was a pro-
gressive conservative,” 
Smith said. “On fiscal 
matters, he was mili-
tantly conservative, but 
he also recognized that 
the government has a 
positive role to play.”  
Smith said among 
Eisenhower’s many ac-
complishments was his 
position toward segrega-
tion which paved the way 
for civil rights legislation 
in the 1960s.  
“He recognized deseg-
regation was a bitter pill 
for the South to swallow 
so he emphasized the fact 
the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
decisions was the rule of  
law, and he was going to 
enforce it,”  Smith said. 
Senior political sci-
ence major Lauren 
McAl ister  sa id  Smith ’s 
lecture  taught  her  a  lot 
about Eisenhower.  
“I didn’t know much about 
Eisenhower,” McAlister 
said. “I found Smith’s lec-
ture really enlightening.”  
The college of  liberal arts 
sponsored the lecture.  Dean 
of  the college of  liberal arts, 
David Pittenger, said he was 
impressed with Smith’s 
delivery. 
“This was outstanding,” 
Pittenger said. “Professor 
Smith is a wonderful story 
teller, and I was mesmer-
ized by the story he told 
tonight.”  
 Henry Culvyhouse can 
be contacted at culvy-
house@marshall.edu. 
BY BRITTANEE BARTON
THE PARTHENON
Morgan Teeters, fresh-
man dietetics major from 
Pickerington, Ohio, found a 
roommate with the help of  
Marshall University recruit-
ment pages on Facebook. 
“I posted on the page, and my 
current roommate responded,” 
Teeters said. “We began texting 
and became roommates.”
Beth Wolfe, director of re-
cruitment, said communication 
between students is the goal of  
launching social media pages.
“We really wanted to connect 
students to each other because 
the connections students have 
to a campus make them more 
likely to enroll and more likely to 
stay enrolled,” Wolfe said.
Wolfe said the Facebook re-
cruitment pages debuted with 
the class of 2014, who are cur-
rent sophomores. The class of  
2015 and the class of 2016 pages 
followed soon after.
Potential students can 
post questions on the 
Facebook wall, which are 
answered by recruiters 
who check the page daily. 
Questions often pertain to 
registering for orientation, 
signing up for housing and 
selecting a major. The pages 
stay intact after students 
start school at the univer-
sity, serving as a question 
forum and general message 
board.
Wolfe said the benefit of  be-
ing able to ask questions on 
Facebook is comforting.
“I think it could be really 
intimidating for a high school 
student to call our office or 
email us to ask questions,” 
Wolfe said. “(Facebook) is less 
threatening and is sometimes 
a way to get quicker answers.”
Universities across the 
country are picking up on the 
fact that Facebook is free and 
accessible, which contributed 
to Marshall’s decision to ex-
pand to Facebook. 
Wolfe said it also helps to 
bridge the generation gap 
because high school seniors 
generally do not check their 
email as frequently as profes-
sors or other adults.
Teeters said she is an advo-
cate for these pages.
“I do feel like these pages 
are helpful,” Teeters said. 
“They should continue mak-
ing them to help students 
meet people in their majors 
or find roommates.”
Wolfe said positive feed-
back and results, such as 
resolved questions and room-
mate connections, encourage 
the creation of  pages for fu-
ture years.
The office of  recruitment 
also began using Twitter. 
Wolfe said Twitter is a new 
experiment.
“I don’t know if  we’ve re-
ally found our groove with 
it yet,” Wolfe said. “We try 
to tweet college fairs we’re 
going to, reminders for new 
enrollees, stuff  happening 
on campus and historical 
facts about Marshall.”
Students may join the 
pages of  their graduating 
class on Facebook and fol-
low @murecruitment on 
Twitter.
Brittanee Barton can be 
contacted at barton35@
marshall.edu.
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“Professor Smith is a wonderful story teller and I was mesmerized by the story he told tonight.”	 	 >	DAVID	PITTENGER
““I think it could be really intimidating for a high school student to call our office or email us to ask us questions. (Facebook) is less threatening and is sometimes a way to get quicker answers.”	 	 >	BETH	WOLFE
BY CHELSIE SCHULDIES
THE PARTHENON
Fourteen-year-old Dillon 
Baker attended the annual 
World of Wheels event this 
weekend at the Big Sandy Su-
perstore Arena, hoping car 
enthusiasts would help him 
raise money for new soap box 
cars for special needs children. 
Baker, of Milton, W.Va. was 
selling raffle tickets to raise 
money for the West Virginia 
Special Needs Soap Box Derby.
“We are here to help support 
the soap box derby,” Baker said. 
“We are trying to get as much 
money as we can to build new 
soap box derby cars.”
Baker has been racing in 
the derby since he was seven 
years old.
Darrell Hysell, 10, of  Mil-
ton, W.Va., went to World of  
Wheels to help Baker raise 
money for the derby.
“My friend Dillon does all 
the soap box races,” Hysell 
said. “I just thought it would 
be nice to help raise money 
to build cars for the special 
needs kids.” 
Hysell said he also likes to 
help his classmates by tutor-
ing them in math, reading, 
social studies and science. 
Dillon Baker’s mother, 
Betty Baker, has been the 
director of  the Special Needs 
Soap Box Derby of  West Vir-
ginia for three years. 
“We race in South Charles-
ton at Little Creek Park,” 
Betty Baker said. “The kids 
have a co-driver, which is a 
kids who has competed in lo-
cal races in Charleston. They 
drive them down the hill in a 
double car.” 
Betty Baker said kids 
with any type of  disability 
– medical or physical – ages 
seven to 18 can race.
“I enjoy helping out the 
kids, that’s the reason I 
do it,” Baker said. “Even 
though it is a one time 
thing, it is a big event. The 
kids can have the fun thrill 
of  the hill.”
Betty Baker said her son, 
Dillon, was West Virginia’s 
first place winner last year 
for special needs. 
At the other side of  the 
arena, Dale Ison of  Dale Ison 
Logging in Hillsboro, Ohio, 
was not selling raffle tickets, 
but showcasing what he calls 
America’s “Heroes” truck.
From the windshield back 
it is a Chevrolet, and from 
the windshield forward it is a 
Cadillac Escalade. The truck 
is decorated with paintings 
of  the armed forces, the Twin 
Towers and various “heroes” 
of  American history.
Ison said he started 
building the truck in 1999 
and planned on calling it 
American Spirit for all four 
armed service branches. 
Currently, the truck is 
known as the Heroes Truck. 
It took five years and 
50,000 hours of  labor to 
build and paint the truck. 
It cost $658,000 to build 
the truck, $32,000 is from 
sponsors, Ison said. 
“Many people think this 
truck is about 9/11, but it’s 
not just about that,” Ison 
said. “(In 2001), we incorpo-
rated the Towers. As history 
went on, we were able to in-
corporate five years worth 
of  history onto the truck. It 
was quite a feat.
“What makes the truck spe-
cial to me, it represents the 
armed forces, nurses, firemen. 
It’s America’s truck,” Ison said. 
Ison said he appreciates 
all of  the people who helped 
him build the truck because 
they are ordinary people 
who put their heart and soul 
into it.  
Ison said without the spec-
tators at various events he 
attended treating him well, 
he would never have gone 
Future Marshall students connect through social media
World of Wheels car show offers opportunities for car enthusiasts
CHELSIE  SCHULDIES
America’s “Heroes” truck, built by Dale Ison of Dale Ison logging in Hillsboro, Ohio, cost $658,000 and five 
years to build.  Ison attended the World of Wheels car show this weekend at the Big Sandy Superstore Arena. See WHEELS  I  Page 5
Marshall bids farewell to ‘Ike Author’
SCREENSHOT FROM MARSHALL UNIVERSITY CLASS OF 2015 FACEBOOK PAGE
BY MOLLY URIAN 
THE PARTHENON
 A Cabell Midland High 
School athlete is making 
history by using his speed 
to become West Virginia’s 
fastest distance runner on 
the high school level. 
Jacob Burcham, junior 
cross country and track and 
field competitor, is known for 
his national and worldwide 
attention. 
Burcham began his run-
ning career in the sixth 
grade as a sprinter, training 
for football season. After 
running a 4:59 mile in the 
seventh grade, he broke the 
national record a year later 
for eighth graders by run-
ning a 4:33 mile. Burcham 
gave up football in the 10th 
grade and now devotes his 
time to running. 
Chris Parsons, cross coun-
try, track and field coach at 
CMHS, said West Virginia 
has never had a distance run-
ner on the high school level 
like Jacob Burcham. 
“Last year he rewrote the 
record books by setting state 
records in the 800, 1,600 and 
3,200 meter runs and was 
only a sophomore while do-
ing it,” Parsons said. “He 
has already won countless 
awards such as the Gatorade 
Runner of  the Year twice in 
track and cross country. He 
has been named the Most 
Outstanding Male Track Ath-
lete for West Virginia twice, 
along with winning the Ray 
McCoy trophy three times.” 
Parsons said Burcham also 
holds the American Sopho-
more Record for 1500 meters. 
Burcham is receiving invites 
from across the nation to 
compete in national level 
competition. 
Burcham said he has run 
in many memorable athletic 
events. 
“In June 2011, I traveled 
to New York to compete in 
the Jim Ryun High School 
Dream Mile, Burcham said. 
“I was able to place seventh 
and run a personal-best 4:07 
mile. The event was full of  
top milers from all over the 
country and while I was a 
sophomore at the time, most 
of  the runners were seniors.
“A big moment for me fol-
lowed in July 2011 when I had 
the opportunity to compete 
in Lille, France in the World 
Youth Championships for 
16 and 17 year olds. I had to 
LIVING THE DREAM
BY REBECCA STEPHENS
THE PARTHENON
There are many things 
that make a person smile 
whether it’s their friends, 
family or jobs. For senior 
marketing major Samantha 
Spurlock, softball is what 
makes her smile.
Spurlock, an outfielder 
and Huntington native, 
dreamt of  playing for the 
Marshall University soft-
ball team since she was 
a child, watching games 
with her dad.
“My dad was a big fan,” 
Spurlock said. “He al-
ways watched, and I used 
to come with him and 
I wanted to be just like 
them. I would try to steal 
their cheers, their hair, 
anything that they did. I 
thought it was so cool.”
It was through attending 
these games that Spurlock 
found out about the Lil’ 
Sis Program offered by the 
team. Spurlock said as a 
member of  the program, 
she received letters each 
week and would think to 
herself, “I want to be a part 
of  this.”
Spurlock’s dream finally 
became a reality when the 
time came to decide where 
to attend college. She said 
the Lil’ Sis Program in-
fluenced her decision to 
attend Marshall.
“It was between this and 
another school, and that 
was one main reason why I 
chose here because I always 
wanted to be a part of  it,” 
Spurlock said. 
“That’s exciting for us to 
see a little kid go through the 
program, and then to mature 
into a strong student, a good 
athlete and she definitely em-
bodies both of  those,” said 
Shonda Stanton, Marshall’s 
head softball coach.
Spurlock said she loves be-
ing able to wear her softball 
jersey, and the first time she 
got to wear it, she said she had 
a sense of  pride about being 
able to represent Marshall.
“The first time I got to put 
on the jersey, I had all these 
chills just go through me,” 
Spurlock said. “I’m finally 
getting to wear the jersey, 
getting to put Marshall on 
my chest,” Spurlock said.
“She understands Mar-
shall, and she bleeds green,” 
Stanton said. “I think that 
you can’t emphasize enough 
how important that is to 
your program because most 
of  the kids, when we’re 
recruiting, we have to con-
vince them who we are at 
Marshall and what we’re all 
about. But Sam, you didn’t 
have to convince her. She 
knew what Marshall was all 
about.”
Spurlock said she loves to 
share her story at recruiting 
events. It means so much to 
her that her freshman year, 
she was overcome with 
emotion when speaking 
about her decision to attend 
Marshall.
“In one of  our first meet-
ings, when I was a freshman, 
I actually got emotional 
about it because they asked 
why I chose Marshall and I 
was just so ecstatic that I 
got to be here, and I was just 
full of  emotions, tears came 
to my eyes,” Spurlock said. 
“This is a lifelong dream, 
and I’m living it.”
Spurlock is one of  the few 
players that have been a 
part of  the program for sev-
eral years. Having a group 
that’s been together so long 
is something that’s been very 
positive for the team, Spur-
lock said.
“It’s nice, because obvi-
ously we know each other 
like the back of  our hands,” 
Spurlock said. “We know our 
strengths and weaknesses. 
It’s been nice that the core 
group has continued and 
stuck it out together, it’s 
helped a lot.”
Spurlock’s teammates said 
she is an all-around team 
player, and they love having 
her around.
“She’s always there to push 
you to do that extra work 
when you don’t want to, and 
she’s somebody who encour-
ages you at all times,” said 
Alysia Hively, junior first 
baseman. “She’s just a great 
teammate to have.”
“Sam is 
definitely a 
fun part of  
the team,” 
said senior 
outfielder 
Jessica 
Hughes. 
“She 
always 
keeps 
the spirits high, 
and makes sure ev-
erybody’s doing what 
they’re doing. She defi-
nitely brings the whole 
Marshall feel to the team, 
and really brings home 
what it means to play for 
Marshall softball.”
Out of all four years on 
the team, Spurlock said her 
favorite memory is from her 
early days as a Marshall ath-
lete when the team traveled to 
play the University of Arizona 
and she was able to represent 
Marshall as a freshman athlete 
and Huntington native.
“I’ve watched (Arizona 
head softball coach) Mike 
Candrea,” Spurlock said. 
“I’ve watched them play all 
my life 
on TV, and 
now I actually got to 
play against them,” 
Spurlock said.
The same smile 
Spurlock gets when 
talking about 
softball is the 
smile seen on 
the faces of  her 
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High school athlete continues to bring home national titles
Marshall softball senior Samantha Spurlock 
f inds success playing the game she loves
See SPURLOCK I  Page 5
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Marshall men’s and 
women’s basketball 
All C-USA honorees
All C-USA Freshman Team
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PHOTO COURTESY OF JIM PARSONS
TOP: Cabell Midland cross country runner Jacob Burcham 
(left) runs in the Jim Ryun High School dream mile in New York.
BOTTOM: Burcham poses after setting the American 
sophomore  in the 1,500 meter race at the IAAF Youth 
World Track & Field Championship in Lille, France. PHOTO COURTESY OF MIKE BURCHAM
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Current energy sources are 
outdated, time for new ones
Whether it is about the Keystone XL Pipeline, hydrau-
lic fracturing or offshore drilling, energy is a subject that 
has received much talk during this election season. Two 
years after British Petroleum created one of  the worst 
oil spills in history, they have not begun drilling offshore 
again. Fracking is now being put on the fast track for 
production with the lure of  jobs and economic boom at-
tached to it. Mountaintop removal has been an on-going 
disaster for the Appalachian region, especially West Vir-
ginia. The Keystone XL Pipeline has been postponed but 
it is likely we will see something very similar to it erected. 
Why is all this occurring? We as a country are still hung 
up on energy that is much past the current times we 
live in. And what is this leading us to? Melting ice caps, 
winters that set record high temperatures and water that 
poisons the people who drink it.
The United States has one of  the highest energy con-
sumption rates in the world, according to data collected 
by the United Nations. This country’s thirst for fossil 
fuels has put into a situation that will continue to be per-
petuated as long as these fuels are still relied upon for the 
nation’s energy. With so many renewable sources of  ener-
gy out there, there is absolutely no reason to continue this 
dependency on archaic energy. It only further complicates 
America’s international relationships (Iran) and further 
endangers the domestic population. America’s greenhouse 
gas emissions rate has gone up by 13.3 percent since 1990. 
And what fuels are responsible for this predominantly? 
Oil, coal and natural gas.
As a country that prides itself  upon its engineering abil-
ities, there is no reason to continue this way of  extracting 
and burning energy. There are countless ways to reduce 
the large footprint the U.S. is leaving on the world. Once 
fossil fuels are burnt, they are gone. With renewable ener-
gy sources such as wind turbines, biofuel, hydroelectricity 
and solar power, the supply is not depleted. It is up to the 
U.S. to take initiative and become a responsible global citi-
zen –– a task it has been doing a dubious job of  as of  late.
BY MICHAEL McATEER
THE PARTHENON
We Americans live in the 
time of  the “magic pill.” 
At no time in our collective 
past have we had more ac-
cess to regular and easily 
digestible medicine than 
what we do now. What 
would have been considered 
science fiction 100 years ago 
has now become science 
fact for nearly every man, 
woman and child in our 
country. From antibiotics 
to contraception, there is a 
myriad of  ways to simply 
ingest a tiny pill and forget 
about it! This science has 
now developed to the point 
that you might actually 
(soon) be able to take a pill 
and lose weight –– just like 
that.
The Food and Drug Ad-
ministration has recently 
approved the first pre-
scription weight loss pill 
–– Qnexa. According to ABC 
News, “The FDA has not ap-
proved a weight loss drug 
in the past 13 years and has 
withdrawn from the market 
many drugs due to concerns 
over heart risks and other 
side effects.” In fact, this 
is not the first time Qnexa 
has been up for approval. In 
2010, Qnexa came before the 
FDA for approval and was 
roundly rejected because 
of  health concerns such as: 
Heart disease, birth defects, 
lack of  concentration and 
mental fogginess. The reti-
cence of  these side effects 
might be an understatement 
for sure. 
I mentioned this drug de-
velopment to a friend, and 
she was very upset. I knew 
my friend had a history of  
migraines. She mentioned 
that a few months ago, her 
physician prescribed her 
Topiramate, a component 
of  Qnexa. According to my 
friend, lack of  concentra-
tion and dizziness would 
not begin to describe the 
hellishness of  her experi-
ence on the drug. Within 
two days of  taking Topira-
mate, she started having a 
chronic headache (ironic for 
an anti-seizure, migraine 
medication) and severe lack 
of  concentration. Shortly 
after ,she reportedly began 
having visual hallucina-
tions of  children she had 
baby sat years ago. Swell-
ing in her hands and feet, 
thinning hair, inability to 
“grasp words” and then 
finally, before cutting her 
allotted amount short, was 
having severe bladder is-
sues. Again, it is worthy to 
mention that my friend was 
not prescribed Qnexa, but 
Topiramate, and she did not 
have an obesity issue ,which 
would have remotely made 
her a candidate for Qnexa.
She also mentioned an 
“inability to taste” and a 
“lack of  appetite” which 
could be considered severe 
side effects for a pill which 
is being marketed as an 
“anti-obesity” drug.  
The point is there is rea-
son to be alarmed. The 
FDA on occasion approves 
medication for mass con-
sumption based on valid 
clinical trials which later 
are pulled from the shelves 
for severe side effects. Since 
the beginning of  2012, the 
FDA has recalled 12 prod-
ucts, from baby lotion to 
holistic herds from the 
market. Some have been 
voluntarily recalled by the 
manufacturer, while oth-
ers were pulled from the 
shelves by the FDA.
If  there is a drug like 
Qnexa coming, which will 
help people control and 
moderate their weight is-
sues it would be a wonderful 
development. Unfortunately, 
not all drugs go according 
to plan and when they don’t 
work as expected, the side 
effects can range from mild 
to severe .
When dealing with pre-
scription medicine, we 
might do well to remember 
the lyrics from Jefferson 
Airplane’s 1968 hit song, 
“White Rabbit.”  
“One pill makes you 
larger, and one pill makes 
you small and the one’s that 
mother gives you, don’t do 
anything at all. Go ask Alice 
– when she’s 10 feet tall.”
Michael McAteer can be 
contacted at mcateer@
marshall.edu.
New weight loss pill should be used cautioulsy
BY JORDAN BEAN
THE PARTHENON 
This past Thursday was 
a big day for those of  us 
in the fight for reproduc-
tive rights. Senator Roy 
Blunt’s invasive workplace 
insurance bill –– one of  
the most extreme bill 
proposals ever –– was 
dropped with a vote of  
51-48. The bill would have 
allowed employers to deny 
medical insurance of  their 
choice to their employees. 
Moral convictions were 
acceptable justification 
to choose against provid-
ing health care coverage. 
This bill had the potential 
to severely deter the fight 
for equal medical treat-
ment for women and to 
render the workplace void 
of  privacy. Many women 
depend on their employ-
ers for health insurance, 
and without it the price 
of  birth control, breast 
exams, STI tests and 
many other procedures 
would skyrocket. This bill 
would have totally under-
mined the notion of  health 
insurance. 
Nearly all sexually ac-
tive women rely on birth 
control at some point in 
their lives and along with 
preventing unwanted 
pregnancies birth control 
also helps manage ovar-
ian cysts, endometriosis 
and many of  other condi-
tions. Everyone deserves 
coverage and it is unfair 
to give employers the 
ability to pick and choose 
what insurance they feel 
like providing to their em-
ployees. This bill would 
have opened up the pos-
sibility for enormous 
discrimination.
Senator Jay Rockefeller 
(D-W.Va.) graciously voted 
against the bill, choosing 
to back employees and 
encourage employers to 
keep their hands out of  
the personal business of  
the people who work for 
them. With the current 
war on women that is rag-
ing in Washington D.C., 
this motion speaks louder 
now more than ever. It was 
the right decision — rea-
sonable and empathetic 
— and I want to thank him 
for his vote.
Senator Joe Manchin 
(D-W.Va.), however, voted 
for the bill. This action 
was an alarming step 
backward. The bill was 
blatantly anti-contra-
ception, and, as a young 
woman, it is frightening to 
me to know that my right 
to health coverage is be-
ing jeopardized. Our state 
needs representatives that 
have our best interests 
at heart, and I do not be-
lieve that Sen. Manchin’s 
primary focus is on pro-
tecting the people of  his 
state. 
Please let West Virginia 
senators know that health 
care coverage, including 
coverage for birth control, 
matters. Our senators 
have been granted enor-
mous power to protect and 
serve the people of  their 
state, and I believe that it 
is their duty to consider 
what is best for the people, 
not what “looks good” 
or what will prohibit 
controversy.
Please thank Sen. Rock-
efeller for his heart, and 
let Senator Manchin know 
his decision was heart-
breaking. They deserve to 
know first-hand how their 
decisions affect us, and the 
more they know, the kinder 
their votes will become.
Jordan Bean can be 
contacted at bean9@mar-
shall.edu.
Tell your senators 
that women’s right to 
birth control matters 
EDITOR’S NOTE:
The Westboro Baptist Chruch was scheduled to protest a funeral of  
a Marine in Barboursville, W.Va. on Monday. They did not show up.
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“SGA has a committee for 
generating ideas for student 
programs, and we want that 
committee to be a part of  
the new board when it is put 
together,” Caul-Jackson said.
Other student groups 
across campus have been 
asked to nominate mem-
bers of  their own as 
representatives of  the new 
programming board as 
well, Caul-Jackson said. 
These groups and organi-
zations include the Honors 
Program, Greek life the 
Center for African Ameri-
can Students’ Programs.
“We are also looking 
to improve our programs 
by hosting concerts and 
big-name comedians and 
other programs compa-
rable to area institutions,” 
Caul-Jackson said.
Caul-Jackson said the 
new structure should be 
in place by Fall 2012.  The 
board’s new name has yet 
to be determined.
Juston Donadieu can be 
contacted at donadieu@
marshall.edu.
attended the open house.
“We are reaching the point 
in our education where it is 
time to start thinking about 
internships, and a resume is 
a large part of  securing an 
internship,” Adkins said. 
Barbour said by attending 
the open house, students were 
able to see which companies 
would have representatives 
in attendance at the Career 
Expo and to see what those 
representatives are looking 
for in potential applicants.  
With more than 75 em-
ployers planning to be 
represented at this year’s 
expo, there will be plenty 
of  opportunities for par-
ticipants to make a first 
impression. However, Ca-
reer Services staff  said it 
is important to make that 
impression a positive and 
lasting one. 
In preparation for those 
professional interactions, 
Barbour presented an 
outline for a ‘30 second 
pitch’ at the open house 
for students to utilize. 
Participants were asked 
to imagine a conversation 
between themselves and 
their dream employer. The 
goal of  the pitch is to in-
voke prompt and accurate 
selling points for students 
to share with employers 
about themselves.
While the open house 
was a forum designated 
specifically to assist stu-
dents in preparation for the 
expo, Career Services staff  
offers resume assistance 
throughout the year.  
Patti Perry, graduate as-
sistant for Career Services, 
said she thinks the open 
house was extremely ben-
eficial for students. She 
said students expressed 
their gratitude after receiv-
ing help with their resumes 
and overall, the staff  felt the 
event was successful. 
The Career Expo will take 
place from 10 a.m. through 2 
p.m. March 7 in the Memo-
rial Student Center. 
Marissa DeMaria can be 
contacted at demaria3@
marshall.edu.
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teammates and her coach 
when talking about her as a 
friend and athlete.
“Sam is a great person,” 
Hughes said. “She’s some-
body who I look up to and I 
know many people look up to. 
She’s always straightforward 
with you, she’s always honest, 
she’s nice, she’s exciting, and 
she’s just a true vision of what 
I like to have as a friend.”
Stanton echoes Hughes’ 
opinion of Spurlock.
“The great thing about her 
character is the integrity is 
there, the balance is there, the 
commitment is there, the inner 
drive’s there, the motivation’s 
there,” Stanton said. “She’s a 
great friend to her teammates, 
she’s a great sis to her lil’ sis’ in 
our program. She’s everything 
we want her to be in our pro-
gram and more.”
To end her career as a 
softball player, Spurlock 
said she would like to see 
the team win Conference 
USA. At this time, Spurlock 
does not have plans to play 
professionally, and would 
instead like to set her sights 
on getting a job in sports 
marketing.
Though Spurlock has 
participated in other sports 
such as basketball, track 
and volleyball, she describes 
softball as being her “one 
true love.”
“I just love the game,” 
Spurlock said. “I love being 
out in nice weather on the 
field. I love everything. I love 
the game.”
Rebecca Stephens can be 
contacted at stephens107@
marshall.edu.
qualify in order to travel 
with a track team from 
across the United States,” 
Burcham said. “With a time 
of  3:46 in the 1500 meter, 
I was able to break a new 
American record for sopho-
mores in the event.
“There were two dif-
ferent packs in the race I 
was in. All five of  the run-
ners in the front were from 
Ethiopia and Kenya, and 
my pack was about four 
seconds behind them,” 
Burcham said. “Traveling 
to France was a good expe-
rience. I have international 
experience that I can now 
put on a resume.” 
Burcham said a typical 
day for him during the win-
ter consists of  training three 
times a week with the foot-
ball team and running 50 to 
60 miles per week.
“I usually run eight miles 
each day and split the dis-
tance up,” Burcham said. “I 
will run three in gym class 
and after school I will run 
five more. I don’t follow any 
specific diet. The only thing 
I do diet-wise is the week 
before a race I won’t drink 
any caffeine. The day of  a 
race, I will drink a little bit 
of  caffeine before and feel 
good.” 
Jack DeFazio, athletic di-
rector at CMHS, said he 
believes Burcham is a natu-
ral athlete and would do well 
in any sport he chose. 
“The sky is the limit for 
Jacob,” DeFazio said. “Not 
only is he a great athlete and 
runner, but he is also a great 
individual. He has a tremen-
dous work ethic both in the 
classroom and on the ath-
letic field.
“He has a great personal-
ity and when you see him, 
you would never know that 
he is this phenomenal ath-
lete because he doesn’t do 
anything to draw attention 
to himself,” DeFazio said. 
“He is a unique athlete that 
only comes around once in a 
lifetime.”
Parsons said he believes 
Burcham is a humble run-
ner and puts the goals of  his 
team before his own. 
“He lets his legs do all of  
his talking,” Parsons said. 
“Jacob is the epitome of  
what a coach would want 
of  a talented runner on his 
level. He inspires not only 
our runners, but also the en-
tire state of  West Virginia to 
be better.” 
Burcham traveled to Seat-
tle in February to compete in 
the Brooks PR Invitational. 
He placed second by 0.02 
seconds with a 4:07.2 mile. 
Burcham’s goal for the 
2012 track season is to run a 
sub-4:00 mile. 
“Jacob definitely has the 
potential to run sub-four in 
high school,” Parsons said. 
“There have been only five 
athletes to run this in U.S. 
history at the high school 
level. Jacob realizes what a 
goal he has set for himself  
and the factors that have to 
line up for him to achieve 
it.”
His determination also 
follows him to the books. 
Burcham’s cumulative 
grade point average is 4.1 
and he hopes to attend Stan-
ford University and major 
in mechanical engineering. 
Molly Urian can be con-
tacted at urian@marshall.
edu. 
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Marshall University’s campus was covered in snow early Monday 
morning, causing classes to be delayed by two hours.  The snow fell 
overnight and accumulated to approximately three inches. 
this far. 
Ison has been touring 
for eight years, through 
33 states and drove 98,000 
miles with the Heroes truck 
in tow. 
 “This will probably be one 
of  my last shows,” Ison said. 
“A part of  me is in the truck, 
and I don’t know if  I can let 
it go.”
Chelsie Schuldies can be 
contacted at schuldies@mar-
shall.edu. 
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BY HENRY CULVYHOUSE
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Despite rising tobacco 
taxes and smoking or-
dinances, business isn’t 
smoldering for the Gleason 
brothers.  
Local entrepreneur Bob 
Gleason bought the To-
bacco Derby, a small cigar 
shop located in the Fred-
erick Building, in 1990.  He 
renamed it LaFontaine’s 
Tobacco and Wine Shop 
and moved it to its present 
location at 418 10th St. in 
February 2001. 
Gleason said he considers 
LaFontaine’s a great source 
of  revenue.  
“When I bought the To-
bacco Derby, I figured it was 
a good investment,” Gleason 
said. “I guess it’s been work-
ing out ever since.”  
Gleason’s brother Bill  runs 
the day-to-day operations of  
the shop.  Bob Gleason said 
he made his brother the 
full-time manager in 1998 be-
cause he had a knack for the 
trade. 
“He’d been helping me 
since I bought it, and he 
seemed to genuinely like it,” 
Gleason said.  
Working 58 hours a week, 
Gleason said he would not 
have it any other way. 
“There are good days, bet-
ter days and days that aren’t 
so good,” Gleason said. “But 
the nice thing is, I’ve never re-
gretted coming to work here.” 
Gleason said he believes 
what makes the shop enjoy-
able are the customers.
“It’s a place where the 
customers want to be, un-
like selling insurance, a 
body shop or cemetery 
plots,” Gleason said. “Peo-
ple want to be here. The 
customers are very, very 
pleasant.” 
Since moving to the 10th 
Street storefront, Gleason 
has hired part-time employ-
ees to help him. Marshall 
University sophomore Sean 
Delancey, broadcast journal-
ism major from Huntington, 
was hired in August to sell 
cigars, pipes and wine.  
Delancey said LaFon-
taine’s is a very relaxed work 
environment. 
“It’s a completely differ-
ent thing than minimum 
wage fast food, with people 
trying to get in and out,” 
Delancey said. “The cus-
tomers are all strolling 
their way through. None of  
them are in a hurry.” 
Gleason said customers 
come from all walks of  life.  
“We have a broad spec-
trum of  customers — from 
young college students to 
construction workers to 
doctors, lawyers, you name 
it,” Gleason said. “Quite 
a few ladies do enjoy our 
cigars and our imported 
cigarettes.” 
LaFontaine’s plays host to 
a wine tasting five times a 
year.  Gleason said the tast-
ings also reflect the shop’s 
diverse clientele.  
“We generally get 85 to 120 
people,” Gleason said. “We 
get a mixed crowd from 21 
to 81. Surprisingly, a lot of  
young people attend.” 
Although Gleason can 
match a pinot noir to a 
medium bodied cigar, he 
said he was not always a 
connoisseur.  
“It’s been a learning pro-
cess with me, especially with 
the wine,” Gleason said.  “I 
always tell customers if  I 
don’t have the answer to a 
question, I can certainly find 
out, and hopefully, I’ve re-
tained the information.”  
Delancey said he learned 
how to help customers 
through trial and error. 
“I had been smoking 
cigars and pipes before I ac-
tually got the job,” Delancey 
said. “But when it came to 
actually telling customers 
about them, I had to try 
many of  the products.”  
Delancey might not have to 
try too many cigars, because 
Gleason said many of  the 
customers are regulars. 
“A lot of  our customers 
come in so often, they know 
the inventory about as well 
as we do,” Gleason said.
“They’ll notice if  there’s a 
change, something missing 
or maybe something’s been 
moved.” 
Gleason said despite the 
rise in tobacco taxes over 
the years, business is still 
prosperous.  
“I think anytime there’s 
a raise in taxes, at least ini-
tially, you will see a small 
decline,” Gleason said. 
“What I’ve seen is not that 
people quit, but they may cut 
down.”  
Gleason said older cus-
tomers usually turn to 
cheaper cigars. 
“The prices seem to af-
fect the older people more,” 
Gleason said. “The older 
person has seen the prices 
increase and increase over 
the years and they get very 
frustrated.” 
However, Gleason said 
he thinks LaFontaine’s will 
be selling cigars, pipes and 
wine for years to come. 
“As long as we treat 
the customers with the 
respect and attention 
they deserve, I think we will 
do very well,” Gleason said. 
“‘The customer comes first’ 
has been our motto for 
years.”  
Henry Culvyhouse can be 
contacted at culvyhouse@
marshall.edu. 
LaFontaine’s still smoking on 10th Street 
A local affair
a series on Huntington businesses
BY JOANIE BORDERS
THE PARTHENON
Two Marshall Univer-
sity artists, John Farley and 
Tommy Warf, were awarded 
prizes at the Culture Center 
in Charleston at the juried 
exhibition with the theme 
“Portraits of  Historic West 
Virginia Figures.”
The show,, which opened 
the last week of  February, is 
the final installation in the 
“Inspired: A West Virginia 
Series of  Juried Exhibition.” 
The exhibition was housed 
in the Commissioner’s Gal-
lery of  the West Virginia 
State Museum. 
John Farley, an art de-
partment graduate and 
director of  Marshall’s Birke 
Art Gallery and Gallery 842 
in Huntington, won third 
place at the exhibition for 
his colored pencil drawing, 
“Don Kinnard: When We Die, 
We will Die with Our Arms 
Unbound.” The drawing is 
of  Don Kinnard, a military 
hero and the grandfather of  
Farley’s girlfriend, Jaye Ike.
“Don Kinnard’s 
relationship to my girlfriend 
and the place he still holds 
within her family first piqued 
my curiosity,” Farley said. 
“As someone who is also 
interested in military his-
tory and imagery, it seemed 
a perfect fit for me from the 
start.”
Kinnard was a Vietnam 
veteran and a member of  
the first Navy SEAL team 
ever established. Among 
his numerous awards are 
the Navy Cross, the highest 
medal awarded in the Navy, 
seven Purple Hearts and 
the Bronze Star. This spring, 
the state will open the Don 
Kinnard Memorial State 
Veteran’s Cemetery in his 
honor.
“Mr. Kinnard was fiercely 
loved and respected by all 
who knew him,” Farley 
said. “His reputation pre-
ceded him, and I knew it 
would be a fun challenge to 
capture a hint of  the intense 
persona that I had heard 
so much about. I enjoy be-
ing able to really immerse 
myself  in a chosen subject, 
and Don Kinnard’s rich 
history — both as a highly-
decorated serviceman and 
later as a veteran’s ad-
vocate  — served as great 
inspiration.
 “As an artist, exploring, 
thinking and learning is 
the true joy. It is a process 
with both tangible and in-
tangible elements, and the 
final artwork is, for me, 
the product of  all of  that. 
I’m thrilled with the draw-
ing and even more excited 
that it was recognized in the 
competition. Most impor-
tantly, I am honored to be 
able to offer something like 
this to Jaye and her family, 
as a memento of  the man 
who remains so important 
in their lives,” Farley said.
Tommy Warf, a ceram-
ics graduate and student in 
Marshall’s education pro-
gram, received an honorable 
mention. Betty Gay, exhibition 
coordinator at the Culture 
Center, told the audience that 
although the award had not 
been planned, the juror had 
insisted Warf ’s ceramics in-
stallation piece, “The West 
Virginia Coal Women’s Auxil-
iary,” be awarded as well. 
Warf ’s piece is a part of  
a series of  work he has cre-
ated, illustrating the strength 
of  women. 
“I’m incredibly honored to 
have a piece included in this 
exhibition,” Warf  said. 
Warf  said he was unsure 
whether or not he was go-
ing to enter the exhibit at all 
because his pieces usually 
are not specific to one per-
son, but instead a general 
statement about women. 
However, after talking it over 
with a friend, Warf  said that 
they decided this could be 
a valuable addition to the 
show.
“Fortunately, the juror felt 
the same,” Warf  said. “For 
an artist, to add a line of  
your resume having a show 
in a state museum — it’s an 
accomplishment.”
Gay, also a graduate of  
Marshall’s department of  art 
and design, was pleased to 
have two Marshall winners.
“When she (the juror of  
the exhibition) told me the 
winners, I was thrilled,” Gay 
said.
The exhibition was open 
to all West Virginia artists 
whose historic figure por-
trait submissions can be 
hung from a wall. Eligible en-
tries included works created 
in the past two years in the 
areas of  painting, printmak-
ing, drawing, photography, 
mixed media and crafts/wall 
hangings. 
Joanie Borders can be 
contacted at borders9@
marshall.edu. 
Culture Center awards two Marshall artists
KELSEY THOMAS | THE PARTHENON
LEFT: Sean Delancey (left), assistant manager, talks with Bob Gleason, 
owner of LaFontaine’s Tobacco and Wine Shop.  
CENTER: Delancey stocks cigarettes at the shop.
RIGHT: LaFontaine’s features a large variety of wines and plays host to 
a wine tasting five times a year.  Gleason said generally 85 to 120 people 
attend the tastings.
BOTTOM: The shop, which first opened in the Frederick Building in 1990 
under the name Tobacco Derby, is now located  on 10th Street in downtown 
Huntington.
SUBMITTED PHOTO
“Don Kinnard: When We Die, We 
will Die with Our Arms Unbound,” a 
colored pencil work by John Farley, 
director of Marshall’s Birke Art 
Gallery and Gallery 842.
